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Films (commercially aired one hour to feature length dramas/comedies on CBC, Global, Bravo, Citytv, E!) see ‘Reel/Film’ section in www.longriderpress.net

-Stalin’s Psychiatrist.  For the series ‘Electrifying Encounters’.   Joseph Stalin undergoes a nervous breakdown after the surprise attack by Hitler, with no one in charge of a Russia that he built to do nothing without his say-so.  A Jewish American expatriate female psychiatrist (perhaps real, perhaps not) locks herself in the room with him to pull the ‘Man of Steel’ back together, to infuse some humanity into him, and, perhaps, to turn him back into the man she once admired, and loved before it is too late for everyone.

-Let There Be Light (part of Marvelous Encounters/Electrifying Encounters Series).   Aging inventor Nicola Telsa, after being banished by the world he tried to revolutionize and save, is ‘rescued’ himself from suicide by a reporter who has a secret agenda which is his worst nightmare, involving even more possible betrayal and heartbreak.  

-Albert and Mileva/God Does Not Play Dice (part of Marvelous Encounters/Electrifying Encounters Series).   Young Albert and first wife Mileva Einstein are having big time problems in their marriage which jeopardize their sanity, and the Einstein destiny unless a wise-beyond-his-station janitor can patch up their relationship, and awaken the slumbering Spiritual l Soul of still-arrogant and emotionally autistic Albert, which is still…sleeping.  

-Mentoring.   Two souls exchange roles as student and teacher in incarnations from caveman times to present times, their relationship reflecting development of humanity at key points in history, catalyzed and challenged by third wheel soul with secret agenda.

-Of Lions and Lambs.  An over-intelligent, super-intense, hyper-cynical and always-misunderstood social-crusader female stand up comic clawing her way through the clubs of Vancouver is befriended by a naïve, pathologically kind, New-Age Bible thumper from Iowa who believes through a series of spiritual ‘accidents’ that said comic is his spirit helper sent from the heavenly planets and that his calling is to be a comic himself.  

-Mindless Love.  Fred, a geeky, lonely, First Nations teenaged Neuroscientist in search of the neurological chemical answer for ‘love’  yearns for the affections of an abusive, hot-looking, ‘cool to be cruel’ classmate and to be accepted into the ‘in crowd’.  With the help of his best friend, a teenaged ‘plain Jane’ white girl who wants, and deserves to be more, he gets hold of a potent ‘love potion’ from an outlaw neuroscientist in the backwoods, who turns out to be his estranged Uncle John, who was in the past a guinea-pig for such potions in his youth, with dangerous consequences, as they relate to a woman he fell in ‘love’ with once, and now doesn’t know how to get close to.  Commissioned as episodes in CHUM/Citytv ‘Stories About Love’ anthology.     

-A Viking’s Carol.  An aging out-of-step-with-the-world but Spiritually-connected and prolific backyard inventor  deals his transition to the other side, while his sons deal with their father’s death, and finally---each other.   One son is afraid to leave home, the other terrified of coming home, but they all MUST unite, at least once before their commonly-shared transition.  

-Kefi’s Garage.  Modern day Quixotic Western about old Greek CND cowboy desperately holding onto his land, a Medicine Wheel connected to the Realm of Light, and his inner fire so he can hand it over to his undeserving and soul-dead nephew.

-In Search of Grafittiman.  23 min mocumentary, co-production with Hollywood North Productions, viewable on U-tube, soon on LR site.

-The Dream.  A pathologically optimistic cowboy must deal with reality and find inner belief in his Spiritual beliefs to save his ranch, his family and his valley from a vicious Eastern-based developer.  Soon to be on LR site.

OF LIONS AND LAMBS (novel and produced film)

Athena “Atti the Hun” Nichololias is the most hyper-intense, ultra-cynical, super-intelligent, and chronically-misunderstood comic duking it out on the B-minus level comedy circuit in Vancouver.  The only one who really understands this middle-aged social-reformer gag-girl and her special life mission is her father, Nikos, a Greek Revolutionary who is pulled closer and closer to the grave every day by a debilitating neurological disease, ghosts from his past, and a Computer Age incarnation of evil, “Ralph Reaper”.  Only Reaper and Nikos know Atti’s real purpose, struggle and the unfinished business about the child she gave up for adoption in her lost teen years.

Enter into Atti’s life ‘Johnboy’ Smith, naïve New Age Bible-thumper 20-something farm kid from Iowa.  Through a series of ‘accidents’ and numerological prayers, hyper-optimistic John comes to the conclusion that his calling is to be a stand up comic, and that Atti is his Extra-terrestrial Angelic Spirit Helper.

Against her better judgment, Atti takes on the wayward pilgrim. A friendship develops amidst the cultural tension and romantic under-feelings.  But the Comedy Camelot is destined for disaster---unless Atti can beat Reaper at the game he started---and is so good at.

Adapted for the screen and aired as a CBC television drama, 2002.

Comment:  Liked by women, particularly those who value their independence, despite hard-edged language in the book, and some technical flaws in some printings.

HENRY AND THE WOLF DOCTOR (novel and screenplay)

An ‘All Creatures Great and Small’-like veterinary drama/comedy set in the modern-day Canadian West with a multicultural theme and contemporary edge.   

Doc ‘dinasaur’ Henry Steiner is an  old, redneck, pathologically-paternalistic, hard-working, crusader saw-bones now-family-less veterinarian with mysterious past, Doc Henry Steiner.  Into his one-person, overworked, backwater practice comes a young First Nations woman (Roberta Collineuer, Ph.D., D.V.M.) who is fresh out of Vet School, both scientifically talented and tied to her cultural roots, having pulled herself out of an abusive and self-destructive past with a lot of her own baggage, including having given up her child at the age of 15.   The volatile personal, political and cultural mismatch is held together by pioneer grit, compassion for animals and a need for both healers to heal themselves to redeem family wrongs never shared with friends or colleagues.    

The setting is Knife Bend, British Columbia, a town full of 21st Century pioneers and colorful eccentrics, whose town is about to be ‘Aspenized’ by an Eastern-based Multinational Corporation.  The Corporation is led by a suave and clever Veterinarian lawyer with a personal score to settle with ‘Old Doc Henry’, and a newly-discovered obsession to acquire the new Native ‘Wolf Doctor’ as his own personal ‘squaw’.

In advanced development as Television Movie/ tv series pilot.   

Comment:  A favorite ‘edgy’ mainstream novel which attracts women, and men, who consider themselves rugged individualists trying to do the right thing in a ‘wrong’ world.  Also a favorite of animal lovers.   A big hit with those in the health care or other healing professions as well.   Relates to expatiates who have left civilization, and those in cities who want to leave.   Elements of House, North of 60, Northern Exposure with an All Creatures Great and Small setting.

FETAL DISTACTIONS (screenplay)
Lorena, a down and out Scandinavian prostitute and in-debt-to-man-low-lifes Concentration Camp survivor is selected to take part in studies conducted by high-level, well established Professor Doctor Horstadius in 1950s Norway.   The ‘good doctor’ impregnates his ‘subjects’ (prostitutes of various varieties, mostly) with his own (superior genetic) sperm, then contracts the women to have their babies extracted at various stages of pregnancy for anatomical study of human embryological development.  The Professor pays good money to his ‘girls’, the candidates having been personally chosen by his wife.  But when Lorena has a change of heart, or more accurately, an awakening of Soul, she wants out of the deal.  It evokes the Professor’s rage and relentless pursuit, her getaway made possible by (a) the Professor’s favorite student, Jon Svenson, a young, status-hungry scientist who find his priorities changing very fast, and (b) the unexpected help of the ‘good doctor’s’ black-hearted and embittered wife.

The story of 1950s Scandinavia is related by an Elder Svenson in 1972, hiding out as a high school teacher in America, still hiding out from the now-world-famous Professor Horstadius.  As the time has come, Svenson finally relates the tale to Tina, Lorena’s daughter who was born in secret and, for her own safety, has not been told that her mother is still alive.  Tina’s lifelong premonition that her mother is not dead leads her and Svenson to finding Lorena, then settling old scores with the ‘good’ Professor as he is about to be awarded a Nobel Prize for his ‘innovative’ work in human fetal development.

Comment:  Psychological/action medical thriller.   Appeals to women who are connected to life issues, but speaks to men as well, revealing the underbelly of very dark worlds in ways that hit the mind and heart.  Mature audience.  Based on a very real story about the a Scandinavian Scientist Physician whose medical observations still remain in mainstream biomedical textbooks today.   

ELECTRIFYING ENCOUNTERS (dramatic tv series, with educational printed material.  Formerly, “Marvelous Encounters”, see below)

Real-time, fact-infused, character-driven one hour ‘behind closed doors’ dramas (with comedic elements) about famous (and infamous) historical figures who have made our world and collective consciousness what it is today.   Stories are told from perspective of ‘commoners’ who are not written up in the well-known history books who affect aforementioned historical figures at crucial points in their lives, revealing key aspects about who these heroes (and villains) really are as people, and how they relate to the common, universal human experience.   Episodes about Nicola Telsa, Albert/Mileva Einstein and ‘Uncle Joe’ Stalin produced and commercially aired.  Scripts available about:

· Beethoven, dealings with his ‘Immortal Beloved’ becoming pregnant with his child,

· Gregor Mendel, kindly, academic, politically-active abbot who falsified a lot of his genetics data.

· Marie Curie, who after her husband’s death, had an affair with a French biologist that set into motion a world wide scandal that nearly killed her science, her, and her children.

· George Washington Carver, master Afro-American 19th century inventor whose real genius was mentoring young Black Americans in ever-changing race relations.

· Ramon y Cajal, artistic founder of contemporary neuroscience, whose love-hate relation with his ‘anti-artist’ father moved him forward, and enabled him to advise others to not make the same mistakes, particularly a rigid, wannabe-German Spanish scientist who is about to lose his musically-loving son.    

· Harriot Brooks, self-taught brilliant Canadian contemporary of Marie Curie and Platonic lover of Ernst Rutherford, who could have been as famous as Marie Curie had she not married the wrong man.

· Ghengis Khan, illiterate conqueror of the world, encountering a clever, scholarly monk who uses his skills as a scholar and blackmailer to contain and perhaps educate him.

· Sequoia, self-taught linguist who put the Cherokee on the map by formulating the most easily understandable and widely written Native language in North American history. 

THE TELENKOVIAN EXPERIMENT (novel and screenplay)

Historically-based contemporary and historical medical thriller with a humanistic twist, and black-comedic tone.

WHAT IF…your isolated, highly traditional and colorfully-dysfunctional Ukrainian village was invaded by Stalin’s Red Army in 1930?

WHAT IF…they took away ALL your food just before winter was coming on?

WHAT IF…your children were starving and your town became a labor camp?

WHAT IF...you accidentally killed one of your Bolshevik guard and had to dispose of the body?

WHAT IF…you wanted to stay moral, alive and decided to kill the most evil ones first, and dispose of the evidence in a very practical way to feed your bellies?

WHAT IF…the courtroom was the town gypsy-whore’s brothel and the jurors were solid citizens who had private fantasies/dreams of their own?

WHAT IF…the experiment went too right, then went very wrong, and you ‘disposed of’ the wrong guy, perpetuating a series of medical-political cover-ups that led to a silent epidemic threatening to decimate contemporary Russia AND its former enemies?

WHAT IF…the fate of the world lay in the hands of

   -the last Ukrainian survivor of the ‘experiment’, a clairvoyant, human and very mad psych patient

   -a young, idealistic renegade Russian scientist

   -a jaded, self-absorbed American biochemist who is a Nobel Prize candidate

   -a well-armed detachment of troops with secret orders to kill the aforementioned individuals AND the real story about what happened in the village of Telenkov in the fateful, colorful and humanly-comedic winter of 1930?

WHAT IF…it is all connected by a resurgence of Mad Cow Disease in contemporary Russia from a virus that has been ‘sleeping’ since 1931, incubating in millions of cows and potentially able to kill millions of people…unless the survivor of the Telenkovian Experiment of 1930/31 can convince a dis-interested American scientist to understand his struggles, tell them to the world, and find a cure by using selected part of his body in ways modern science has yet to discover?

Comment:  A top line favorite of most male readers, particularly those who enjoy intricate plot lines and intense characters.   First chapter reads a bit ‘mainstream’ but once into the narrative of the main character (Boris), the intensity of the struggles, historical times and very human humor grabs the reader.    A big hit with professionals in the healing arts, sciences and other intellect-related fields.

Funded by SaskFILM.

MARVELOUS ENCOUNTERS (one hour TV episodic scripts, two episodes produced and aired, scripts available) (now incorporated into Electrifying Encounters, above).

Series of broadcast one hour, fact-based dramas about famous or should-be-famous scientists at critical points in their lives focusing on their human faults, virtues and humor as well as their scientific accomplishments.   For the educational and entertainment market.  Featured scientists include:

-Inventor Nicola Tesla at later stages of his life after he had been banished from mainstream science and the world,  and was on the verge or either committing suicide or embarking on even bolder work, the products of such are still hundreds of years ahead of his time.  Produced and aired, CBC/Global TV (CND). 

-Albert Einstein in 1905 when he underwent an intense intellectual and spiritual transformation, in part because of what was going on between himself and his first wife, Mileva, who some say was the real brains behind Albert’s work as well as the impetus to turn him into the pillar of human wisdom  and social enlightenment he was to become.  Produced and aired, Global TV (CND).

-Santiago Ramon y Cajal, rugged individualist ‘backwater’ politically-active Spaniard whose revolutionary work ‘painting’ the nervous system with the stains he developed  with his money won him the 1906 Nobel Prize, This founder of modern Neuroscience  had a very rocky relationship with his self-taught physician father, who actively and violently discouraged his beloved son from becoming an artist.    In this 1935 episode, an elderly Santiago helps an emotionally-insecure wanna-be-German-Nazi Spanish scientist deal  with his son’s wanting to be a musician while the aging Cajal is working on a painting he is dedicating to his deceased,  beloved and still estranged, father.

-Marie Curie, defiantly and colorfully Polish spitfire who broke her way into the male dominated world of European science with the help and active support of her French husband, and once ‘boss’, Pierre.    After Pierre’s death, Marie fell in love with a French biologist, Paul Langavin, whose wife was abusing him quite unjustifiably.  When a vicious, washed-out-scientist working as a journalist found out about the relationship between Paul and Maria, he made it public, labeling Marie as a Bolshevik Polish Jewish Whore who should be killed.  While Marie sneaked out to Stockholm to receive her Nobel Prize, mobs tried to burn down her house, and Paul had a duel with pistols in Paris.   In this episode, Pierre, as a ghost, appears to Marie periodically and encourages her to be both brave with regard to the world, and follow her heart with regard to Paul.        

-Gregor Mendel, the monk who founded modern genetics, was a brilliant mathematician and insightful scientist.  He was also an active politician, using his position as a monk to democratize and liberalize Europe in the 19th century.   However, he faked some of his scientific observations to fit his theoretical model of genetics.  The secret is found out by a Pacifist-Anarchist-Intellectual who is hiding from Conscription in the Imperial Army within  Mendel’s monastery.   Through their interactions we see and feel the struggles Mendel had with science, politics and his own conscience while he was trying to serve the greater good with an ‘ends justifies the means’ modality of thinking.

-George Washington Carver, born into slavery, became one of the most innovative African American scientists in history.  He was also a highly spiritual and dedicated educator, encouraging young Negroes to prove their worth to bigoted Whites in the South by being smarter and more gracious than they are.   In this episode, Carver takes a hot-headed young African American student (Andrew) on his rounds in the rural South educating farmers, and the car breaks down, in the middle of a farm field owned by a bigoted, broke and armed White man whose mentally-deranged and attractive White wife falls in love with Andrew.   It’s up to Carver to keep everyone alive, while figuring out how to cure the farmer’s wife and restore his land so it can grow crops again.

-Harriett Brooks is a forgotten but not insignificant Canadian woman who was a pioneer in the area of Physics.   The bookish and overly-considerate Harriett found her way to working with famed scientist Ernst Rutherford, over-expressive New Zealand visionary who set England and Canada on fire.  Rutherford took Harriett under his wing, at great risk to his own career, and Harriett soared as a brilliant scientist whose discoveries rivaled Curie and Einstein---until she married a man who brought her back down into being ‘just a woman’, against her own common sense, and Ernst’s advise.   

BABLYONIAN RETRIBUTION (novel and screenplay)

An introspective, intelligent, kind-hearted, but somewhat arrogant New York Times Journalist (Michael Craven) is on a long-needed vacation in the Middle East with his hot, young, optimistic Arkansas wife (Crystal).   Aside from Michael’s reluctance to loosen up, it’s a good time for the couple, until Crystal pulls her head-heavy new hubby into a street fair where he sees an ancient vest that he HAS to have with a design that looks familiar to his cynical eye.  Its pocket soon contains a book deposited by an illusive street dancer about the legendary (and probably fictional) Ancient Civilization of Jenada.

According to legend, Jenada was a populated and protected by Pacifist-Scholars who kept Sacred Books of Wisdom alive for East and West, until they were tortured and killed by an infamous Mercenary General who was hired by several kingdoms to keep the experiment in learning to spread to the masses.  Michael finds himself obsessed with finding the Ancient Caverns and the Sacred Books which, legend says, haven’t been seen by human eyes in over 2,500 years.   Feeling that he was there during the massacre, he becomes clairvoyant, mad and very adept at leading Crystal and his hired band of Outlaw Guides through every kind of obstacle Nature, man or ghost throw in their path.    But upon arrival at the Caves…the prophesies promised are delivered in ways that NO one expects.

Comment:   A one-character thriller with twists, friends revealed as foes, heroes with very dark and unsuspected  ancient pasts.   Mid range of appeal in terms of the titles.  

HEART OF THE HEALER (novel and screenplay)
Ghosts of Patients Past….A contemporary, character-driven medical thriller.

A dying physician-researcher (John Baldino, M.D., Ph.D.) on his first vacation in 20 years and his last month on earth, writes his memoirs about people/patients who made him the healer he is today.  

John is visited by special individuals from the land of the living, and the land of the dead, his worsening condition blurring the distinction between the two.  And the lingering question…is he being watched?  

What Doctor John doesn’t know is that the recently diagnosed brain tumor that causes him to hallucinate is due to mind altering drugs given to him by terrorists, and that he is being carefully watched by the landlady of the beach-house, Kathy O’Brien, who winds up falling in love with him.   She and her bosses want information about Doctor J’s innovative neuro-scientific research investigations, and the whereabouts of

 his super-spy brother,  presumed dead in the ‘places of change’ overseas. 

But Doctor John’s background, medical knowledge, and newly-uncovered ability to speak with the dead are also valuable to friends in his past who are ‘officially-dead’ scientists who now see that it is time to recruit the ‘stay at home’ Doc into their ranks.   In the process of the good guys and bad guys figuring out who Doctor John is, he finds out who he really is, for the first time in his life.  

Medical experiences and poems based on the real-life experiences of Top Ten  Outstanding Young American awardee, Richard G. Pellegrino, M.D., Ph.D., who shares authorship of ‘The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Improving Your IQ” (Apple Books) with MJ Politis. 

Comment:  A big hit with male readers over 40, and women who empathize with their fate.   Anyone in the health or healing fields also relate to this work, a lot.

THE TRUTH ABOUT LYING (novel)

The continuing saga of John Baldino, MD, Ph.D. and now an agent working with other officially-dead scientists to get the bottom of a suspicious epidemic of brain tumors on an isolated Apache Indian Reserve, specially chosen for his intellect, moral fiber and neurologically-verified ability to cross the life-death line.

According to the medical ‘experts’, the Soul-debilitating new disease is due to ingestion of an unknown type of peyote, used by members of a highly-secret Cult which has resurfaced after a century, along with its highly-clandestine Traditional Religion.   

John’s first assignment is to infiltrate Scientific Institutions he used to work with, undercover as a female reporter.  But he finds his ‘feminine’ side becoming more and more real.  His mind is visited by the ghost of a slain Apache girl, bringing both of them into the center of one of the most Powerful Cults known to Indians or Whites, and the middle of an internationally-orchestrated plot to rule the World in ways even he never thought possible.  

Comment:  Gender-bender aspect of the novel has special appeal to gay/lesbian readers, or to those who wonder what it is like on the other side of the gender line.  Metaphysical themes mixed with commentary on what science today is REALLY like from the inside.   

REVOLUTIONARY BLUES (novel and screenplay)

A Faustian Western set against the backdrop of the 1926 Yaqui Indian revolt in the rugged and mystical Bacatete mountains of Senora, Mexico.  For three days, several thousand Yaqui Indians kidnapped the Mexican President, demanding land and liberty promised to them 10 years earlier in the Revolution.   To this day, NO historian knows exactly what happens, who was involved, and why.

Oppressed by the prospect of growing into a manhood of comfortable mediocrity, Charlie O-Brien, a restless, idealistic, American expatriate, made a deal with British Industrialist Lord Wentworth for money, education and power to save the world.  Charlie instantly became a world-famous scientist, politician and revolutionary.  He also spent several years with the highly-spiritual Yaqui Indians and an even-more special Native nurse-practitioner, Diana.

Charlie fought for the underdog in countless revolutions, until he found himself in the middle of the Great War in Europe.  Only then did he see that the O’Brien inventions meant to improve the human condition were being used to kill and maim millions.  Only then did he find out that the deal he made was too good to be true—Lord Wentworth WAS the devil incarnate, and Charlie was now Satan’s favorite lieutenant.

By 1917, Charlie wants out, no matter what the cost.  The most highly-decorated soldier of the Allied Army deserts, seeking one thing – return to Sonora, to the haven created by the Yaqui mystics and the warmth of his old flame, Diana.  The problem – the pilgrimage back home takes nearly a decade, blocked by Charlie’s getting involved with other revolutions, other downtrodden underdogs, and a one-way love affair with Wentworth’s daughter, a sweet socialite who wants to be a social revolutionary.  The manhunt is vicious, Wentworth taking no prisoners, particularly when it comes to people Charlie gets close to.  The final showdown comes when Wentworth manipulates the Mexican government to attack the defiant and undefeated Yaqui nation.  The final showdown between Charlie and Wentworth takes place in the ‘huya aniya’, the Yaqui parallel universe ‘dream’ world which influences all human ‘reality’.  The fate of the Yaqui people, the United States and Mexico depends on a surreal battle of wits and will between ultimate evil and the tenacity of the human spirit.

Comment:  As reported by readers, something one comes back to again and again, one of the best of the lot without question.   A simple story but with many layers to it, who seek adventure or to expand perspectives on their own lives.  The Wild West for the thinking and feeling reader, made accessible to everyone from the inside AND the outside.

PROFESSOR JACK (novel and screenplay)

JFK IS ALIVE!  HE’S BEEN KIDNAPPED, TORTURED ND DIS’D! HE WANTS JUSTICE, AND REVENGE!

Professor Jack—an old coot hiding out in the contemporary New Mexican desert-claims to be John F. Kennedy, kidnapped after a double was assassinated in 1963.  He remembers being given mind-altering drugs, facial surgery and an ultimatum---to NEVER enter ANY political area again, or harm will come to those closest to him.  He knows who did it, and they are in the highest positions of global power.

Enter Harry D, burnt out 17 year old ‘punk’, semi-literate drifter on the run from the law after his cop-turned-mobster father frames him for murdering his mother.  Harry has a sister somewhere on skid row and a brother in a heavily armed mental institution.  Harry wants a re-union with his siblings and justice for his treacherous father.

The mystically-clairvoyant Professor Jack offers to help Harry in his quest, but with one condition---that young Sir Harold be his star knight in a plan to infiltrate the highest positions of power and re-establish a Camelot dedicated to universal compassion and human freedom.  The time for this last-chance Revolution is now, and there is no turning back.

But even if Professor Jack pulls off the greatest political comeback in history, it will cost him and his often-reluctant protégé their lives, sanity or both

Comment:  Though a Quixotic tale about a young ‘male knight’ and an ‘old man’, the story appeals to women as well.   Hard-edged tale about how JFK was, or perhaps still is….Harsh language in places and hard-edged settings, but then again, when the Mob, CIA and Illuminati meet head on, one has to expect them to play for keeps.

RAISING CEASER (novela)

In 1933, Dieter thought that his trench-mate from 1914, Adolf Hitler, would see that reason is the best way to bring Germany to its true potential.  By 1943, Dieter has acquired a medical degree, a prestigious career as a neuroscientist and the realization that ‘the Housepainter’  (a once-aspiring artistic painter) must be stopped.   From INSIDE of the collective German mind, a mind that has been perverted into moral ‘mush’ by the most effectively designed propaganda machinery in history.

Dieter devises a daring political and brilliant medical plan.  Can he turn the most imbecilic Jewish prisoner into an Einstein with his new ‘circuit growing’ electrical implants?    Can said prisoner learn to become an artistic genius?   And once accomplished, can be shuffled through the German Film Industry to make the propaganda film that will show the German people who Hitler REALLY is?    And once made, can he get it seen?    Most importantly, will ‘Movie Producer’ Deiter and his Mission be betrayed by the most trusted Comrades he can muster in a world where it is rapidly become every man---or woman---for him/herself.

Comment:  Dark, but not without hope, and humor.   For the strong stomached reader who is not afraid to see the Nazis, Germans, and everyone in between as who they really were, or could be.

PROMETHIAN FIRE (novel)

It’s Spring,, 1967. Another season for American ex-patriate hippie-classical music composer/conductor  Alan Kewalski to ‘wow’ international audiences with his unique brand of ‘rocking-rebellions’ in service of his REAL bosses,  Beethoven et al.   A former American draft resistor who went to jail for his convictions, Alan spends his days working with stuffy classical musicians afflicted with ‘dull out virus’, his nights with young revolutionaries-in-training who desperately need his help in areas artistic, political and moral.   In his ‘spare’ time, Alan taunts Captain Spiros, a glory-seeking Fascist whose political views keep him from advancing up the ranks, but whose manipulative and sadistic ‘skills’ keep him from getting discharged.

Enter Jennifer Pappas, Alan’s ex-wife, once his most trusted Companion and beloved life-infused ‘co-revolutionary’ musician.   Jennifer is now ultra-conservative, politically, culturally AND emotionally, engaged to a lifeless, boring yet highly-powerful American Ambassador, who is Alan’s arch foe.  The Greek and American governments assign by-the-numbers Jennifer to work with infinity-is-the-only-number Alan to co-ordinate visits of influential dignitaries and their families.   Jennifer finds her Soul startled, then awakened by Alan’s vitality, though she’s still woman-enough to defend the Red, White and Blue and her newly-found Right Wing beliefs against any man, even Alan.  

Then…in the dead of night on April 21, Greece, the birthplace of Democracy, is taken over by a Fascist, Right Wing Junta backed by the United States, the new Police State which VERY-forcefully bans everything from men wearing beards to unsupervised meetings of more than 5 people.  Spiros finds himself promoted up the ranks, doing his part to ‘sterilize the Communist cancer’ by enforcing bans on free expression in the arts, Alan his main target.  

Unable to go back home, but unwilling to comply with the “Christian American” culture of the “New Greece”, Alan does what he can ‘within’ the system to fight back, mostly through his (now banned) music.  Before long he’s jailed, subjected to ‘special torture’ in a prison that was used by the Nazi’s during WWII.  It’s up to Jennifer to get him out, a process which will require revolutionizing her perspectives and courage in ways she never imagined.   It’s up to Alan to…stay Alive.

Comment:   Romantic epic, which brings back the ‘golden times’ of the 60s for those of us who lived through them.   A believable and colorful love story as well as a saga of political defiance.   Liked by baby boomers in general, but no specific demographic beyond that yet identified.   

GRASS WARS (novel)

‘Old Man Dan’ was a decorated Korean War veteran way back in the 1950s, then moved to the booming working-man’s-Paradise of Huntingshire, Long Island, then the ‘woods’ where a man could commune with Nature and become the rugged individualist that he wanted to be.   A well-liked and highly-skilled and eccentric handyman, Dan broke no laws for forty years, at least outside the walls of his own house, a dwelling now in a ‘living beautification’ zone, on a plot of land that someone very powerful wants, at any price, or will obtain by any means.

It all starts with McBride, a washed-out, embittered, politician who is demoted to “Quality of Life” ordinance inspector, a job he takes quite seriously.   As seriously as Dan takes the right to let the grass on his  lawn, which he owns, to grow a millimeter, inch or even a foot taller than City Council bylaws dictate as legal.   The public arrest and the consequences bring in Dan’s loyal stay-at-home attorney daughter, his estranged daughter and son-turned-daughter and unfinished issues about his departed wife.  From the outside, powerful friends and enemies in the War to decide if Old Man Dan gets to keep his house, or gets put into a mental institution for the rest of his life.   The fate of Dan’s family and the town depend on the outcome.

Comment:  A ‘small’ novel in terms of setting, taking place in ‘normal’ suburban locations, but with secrets held by all.   Some gender-bending aspects to plot-line and characters inserted to add spice to the sauce.   Specific demographics not yet thoroughly researched.

WAR WHORE (novel)

1933---Karen Lubinska, idealistic, dedicated and very-hot-looking American Socialist-Activist/Scientist is framed on charged of murder and treason by an up and coming G-man, Buck White.

1939---Dictators Joseph Stalin and Adolf  Hitler sign a non-Aggression Pact, Eastern Europe gobbled up by both of them, Western Europe and Britain about to collapse the Blitzkrieg.   In order to get the goods on both dictators, White makes ‘Commie whore’ Karen an offer she can’t refuse.   A quick course in espionage at Camp X, and off to Europe to infiltrate Germany as a guest from Stalin’s army of Scientific Advisors, with selected missions including sneaking out scientists to the England, and if he has anything to say about, the US.  

1941---Karen is getting the reputation of being the best ‘War Whore’ in White’s ‘stable’ of spies, and given a special assignment---get into bed, literally, with known sexual pervert Adolf Hitler, and get the goods from him about the time for the rumored invasion of Russia.  Adolf coughs up the info, but some unexpected developments.  First, she is knocked out by his excessive perversions, waking up in a very protected  German hospital.  Second, ‘the Housepainter’ gave her the wrong dates, the invasion in well in place by the time she can get the message transmitted, and the date he gave was 5 days earlier than the actual event.  Third, there is a life incubating in her womb---Hitler’s baby.

Stranded on the Russian Front as the German Army, the Red Army and Armies of uncertain alliances converge, the price on Karen’s head and the child/’demon seed’ in her womb escalates, her strength diminishes and she becomes increasingly dependent on her ‘protectors’, some assigned by Washington, some by London and some by ‘chance’ encounters with Red Army and Partisan units.  The only person who, so it seems, has her interest at heart, is the child, so she thinks…and hopes.

COMMENT:  A woman’s book about the horrors of war, and the Soul-opening opportunities it can present.  Enough edge and action for male readers as well.   Inside stories about the vast, wild and ever-changing Russian Front.  More about the people than the details of the times, but then again, the Russian Front was a very isolating place to be.   Special appeal, perhaps, for gay/lesbian market in later part of the book given relationship the protagonist has with another woman as a lover, ally, and betrayer.

MIRACLE CENTRE (tv series)

Half hour tv series about real-life married Pastors in Interior British Columbia whose street ministry aimed at feeding the bodies of the homeless/poor as well as the souls of everyone else is profoundly affected by their relationship to each other, and the ‘flock’ of children and grandchildren they made mistakes with in their past.   The main character of the story is Mary, self-taught Toronto-raised educator and part time Pastor who has to step up to the plate, and the pulpit, when her husband Pierre, staunch wilderness-raised French Canadian, gets a heart attack and has to hand over operations to her.   Mary is very new at the Calling of being a Minister, made even more challenging by her very rocky relationship with her own substance-abusing, actively-atheistic daughter and the added job of caring for her ‘experimenting with different moral values’ 15 year old grand-daughter to whom she is abruptly entrusted.    What Mary believes about herself, the people around her, and the God she is trying to serve under progressively trying circumstances undergoes twists and turns which don’t follow any Bible Study book that she knows, or has access to.   Also featured are many different characters who inhabit the real lives of street ministrys, as well as ‘homeless’ people in ways that reveal their real reasons for their fates, and choices, and an inner humanity to them which is often more noble than those who live in paid-for houses.    What Mary believes about   

Series pilot script written, with series bible.  

WAGON WHEELED (novel)

A Wagon Train of Union-supporting sodbusters led by an ex-slave/self-taught Scholar, Homer, on its way from St Louis to California just after the Civil War has to join forces with Mac McCloud and his all-ex-Confederate free-range cattle outfit in order to survive.   Battling hostile Indians with secret scores to settle and Mother Nature on a PMS rampage is hard enough.   There’s an enemy within the camp, killing cowboys and sodbusters alike in ways that are painful, horrifying and for reasons no one can figure out.    According to calculations, there won’t be anyone left by the time they get out of Colorado.   Everyone has a secret past, and agenda, even the noble Homer, who may know more about why the other Wagon Bosses were killed than he reveals, even to his adopted White daughter, nine-going-on nineteen year old Angelica, his Old “Masters” daughter.

The story is told through the eyes, and mind, of Angelica, a girl who has to grow up very fast to stay Alive, an to keep those she cares about from getting killed.

Comment:   Cross genre, multi-cultural Wild West tale mixed with mystery who done it as seen through eyes of a small girl, but written for an adult audience.    Specific demographic not yet indentified.

HESSIANS (novel)

A little appreciated fact about the American Revolution is that half of the men fighting on the Loyalist Side for King George were Hessians, dirt poor German mercenaries and conscripts who barely knew English, and even less about what the War was really about.  By the end of the War, at least an estimated quarter of them had joined the Rebel side, another portion disappearing into the woodwork of America and a small portion returning home to Europe with their oppressive British ‘comrades’.  ‘Hessians’ is a fact based tale about Hans and Albert, twenty-something manure shoveling serfs in Hesse-Cassel, who join up to obtain wealth and freedom when given the opportunity to get away from their fates, and to get closer to Maria, adventure-seeking Baroness eager to escape slavery of another kind at the hands of her abusive father, Hans and Albert’s ‘lord and master’.

At first, escape from the old country and ‘settled’ fates is a liberating joy ride for the trio, who are the best of friends, and comrades.  But political forces and ghosts from their past pit Hans and Albert on opposite sides of the Revolutionary War for freedom, with Maria unwillingly becoming a wedge that separates them even more.  Each of the German immigrants become key players in the American Revolution, but in ways they never expected, or desired.   Internal experimentation and transformations occur as well along the way, including the requirement to ‘pass’ as members of the opposite sex on life and death missions which could change to course of the War, and of Western History.

.   

Comment:  Fact based account of Revolutionary times from perspectives of characters  who could very well be us today.    Gender-bending true-life stories offer opportunities for sales to lesbian/gay markets or those who wonder what it is like on the other side of the gender line.   But in its essence, a tale about  evolving and DE-volving human perspective under fire during a time when the whole world was changing very fast.

COLORS OF REVOLUTION (novel and screenplay)

One fifth of the combatants in the American Revolution, on BOTH sides, were Afro-American.   Even less appreciated is that few really knew who, or what, they were fighting for, ‘freedom’ providing a very scary dilemma for those who won or fell into it.   And as for freedom, the British often promised and provided more of this elusive gift to African Americans than the ‘Patriates’ did.  Colors of Revolution is a fact-based fictional story about three Negroes on a South Carolina Plantation initially bound by friendship, then separated by War.   Hector is a headstrong, handsome, strong, semi-literate young ‘buck’ who loves Athena, highly-educated and cultured ‘house nigger’ who is her benevolent, intellectual, philanthropic and married White ‘Masters’ best friend, and only real confident.    Hercules,  Hector’s best friend, is small, homely, always subservient, and kind, with gifts to heal human bodies, and souls, that few appreciate.   Life isn’t so bad on the plantation until a series of ‘accidents’ separates the three Afro-Americans, placing them on opposing sides of the war, with constantly conflicting loyalties, each seeking the thing they yearn for and fear most----freedom.

Comment:  An epic tale, adventure and romance.   Specific demographic not thoroughly studied in marketplace.   

COMMUNAL CONFIDENTIAL (novel)

Italian Mobsters in Brooklyn are dying of a disease that no one can identify.  Close by are Russian mobsters ready and eager to take over their territory, and rule it with an ever firmer iron hand.   Investigating the murders, and trying to stop the inevitable consequences of their continuing, is Seana Ryan, Canadian coroner who still is more drawn to life than death, and Boris Federoff, NYPD detective whose father was one of the most vicious and corrupt KGB in the ‘old country’.   Working with them is Carlos, a half-insane but always-insightful aging Cuban janitor who sees conspiracy behind everything.   

The trio must fight the clock, each other, and the ghosts of their pasts in order to stop a mob war which take out many casualties, including innocent civilians this time, with biological warfare weaponry which Al Capone and J. Edgar Hoover  never even dreamed possible.

Comment:  Standard format ‘dynamic duo does in bad guys’ told from a multi-cultural and very personal perspective.   Character-driven crime novel.   

SWIMMERS (children’s novela)

A short story by adult standards, perhaps a children’s book, or perhaps not.   Once upon a time there was a Utopian island known to the inhabitants as Concordia in the remote South Pacific where everyone shared what they had, and competition was something no one knew about…until one day, an English Sea Captain came ashore and introduced competition to the Natives.   The arena where it was applied first was swimming---the ones who swam fastest got more fish, then all the fish, at the end of the day.   Enter into the corrupted kingdom, Albert Einstein, having gotten lost while on his sailboat (which he in fact often did).   Albert challenges the English Sea Captain to a ‘duel’, winner take all, to see if Einsteinian humanity or British-like hierarchy will rule the island.   

Comment:  Can be converted into picture book for kids, and adults, in the tradition of Jonathan Livingston Seagull and Gulliver’s Travels.   

SURVIVING THE AVION FLU (comedic ‘scientific publication’)

(in ‘Satire’ section of web site)

A tongue in cheek mocumentary ‘medical mini-text book’ on the ‘Avion’ Flu, the disease spread by drinking overpriced water at expensive ‘hip’ cafes that dulls out the brain, kills the Soul, and can turn even the most enlightened individualists into the most hated and dangerous entity know to man (or woman) kind----‘cool-to-be-cruel’, ‘hipper than thou’ Yuppie scum.     History, symptoms, treatments and cures offered.

Comment:  An ‘airport’ book, for those who perhaps question the sanity and worth of those sitting next to them in First Class, or any class back home.

999 AD (script and novel)

 St. Pierre, an  isolated Christian French village in the Dark Ages during the final days of December, 999 AD.   Life is harsh, brutish and short for most everyone except the ‘Duke’ (a collector of books who is secretly illiterate, but who rules everyone’s pocket), his flirtatious Pagan wife (who has secretly taken most of the Duke’s serfs and the Monastery’s monks to bed)  and Abbott Phillip (corrupt head of the Monastery,  who has convinced the illiterate peasants that the world will come to an end at dawn on Jan 1, 1000 AD, Christ forgiving their sins if they give their wealth, and their children, to the Church).    In the middle of it all is Brother Thomas, a cynical wandering Jew with a secret past who is one of the only monks who can not only transcribe books but actually read them, and who has secretly written his own, which he hopes that, one day, someone will read and appreciate.   

True to the Abbott’s prophesy, the ‘Devil’s invaders’ pour into St. Pierre on the last day of 999 in the form of a Viking Invasion, sending the village’s citizens into the Abbott’s ‘Last Cathedral’, a renovated underground Roman Pagan temple.  But as the last day of 999 AD progresses into night, villagers go missing, with horrifying deaths on the surface at the hands of Vikings, or perhaps an even more terrifying foe.   Thomas is charged with saving whoever is left, a task which he fails at miserably, eventually finding  himself alone, as one of the only survivors, in a horrific wave of death and destruction for which he is more responsible than he can ever imagine.

 Comment:   A Dark Ages mystery/horror thriller the thinking reader in tradition of ‘Name of the Rose’ .     

YAKUTIA (novel)

 Twenty-two years in-experienced Captain Alexi Kerisokov is on his way to 1840s Siberia, thinking that it is because he is being promoted and valued for his scientific skills which will be instantly applied when he arrives.  He soon finds out and his ‘promotion’ was a form of exile and humiliation from Moscow, and that Siberia is as far away from Moscow as one can get.  He meets corruption at every level amongst his own people there, finding a home very quickly with the Native Yakuts.   When gold is discovered, Alexi chooses to do whatever he can to make the Natives rich this time, not the ‘pioneering’ Russian soldiers, traders and missionaries.   But his plan backfires, setting up the most potentially-destructive Yakut revolt since the dark days of 1628, with elimination of Whites and Natives alive in the works

Comment:  The Wild, Wild East, revealing how similar the American and Russian frontiers were then, and perhaps still are now.   Though…there were, and are, some fundamental differences. 

LOST TREASURES (screenplay)

A coming of age Mob drama about a compassionate, naïve, yet intelligent dirt-poor Albanian university graduate  (Alex) has talents as a linguist and charmer.   Having failed to get a job after graduation, he sees that his parents are in need of financial support and feels unworthy to marry his beloved girlfriend, Marianna.   He allows himself to be recruited by a ‘bad seed’ long-time friend (Bledi) in the service of a ‘talent recruiting agency’ service  that rescues Albanian girls from poverty and gets them jobs as waitresses and models in Italy.  Actually it is a mob-run kidnapping ring that tricks teenaged Albanian girls into becoming slaves in the Italian sex-slave ‘industry’, a fact which Alex is hidden from and which he doesn’t want to face when the facts are in front of his still naïve eyes.   Alex climbs up the ladder fast, bypassing Bledi, and establishing a very friendly relationship with ‘Madame Melidi’, former high-end hooker who now owns a stable of teenaged slave girls.   The very jealous Melidi sees to it that young-stud Alex is well taken care of, and that the relationship between himself and Marianna falls apart.   Things get heavy when Melidi’s boss puts out the call for another 150 Albanian ‘waitresses’ to be brought over to Italy, and amongst them is Marianna.  Alex, who now is shown what REALLY happens to the girls he brings to Melidi, must reverse the life he ‘earned’ for himself, and put an end to the kidnapping ring’s activities.    

Comment:   Character-driven coming-of-age Mob story.   Based on REAL events and real people, against a world of international kidnapping that still goes on today.   Adapted from novel with permission of the Albanian writer.  

GOLDEN GORE (screenplay)

A young, framed, down-on-his –luck, on-the-run half breed prospector (Jack Calvin) teams up with tall-tales-telling a Texas whore (Elizabeth) in the Old West of British Columbia.  Lizzy pulls Jack ninto finding out about the mysterious disappearance of old miners who had just struck it rich and young harlots who decided to leave their pimps.  The duo of young outlaws find themselves going up against an old, crabby, sex-starved Scottish woman, ‘Lady Agnes’, who manages a very respectable Stagecoach Station with NO help from the law.  With the help of Agnes’ pussy-whipped husband and his mentally retard brother, Agnes has been snuffing the missing miners in their sleep and, in her spare time, capturing young girls on the road and selling them to other travellers for top dollar.

Comment:  A thriller/horror Western based on the real story of Agnes McFee, operator of ‘Hundred and Eight’ Stage Station who relieved over 60 miners of their lives and money, and untold numbers of young girls of their freedom during the rough and tumble Gold Rush days of British Columbia, Canada.

LIARS, THEIVES AND TRAINROBBERS (screenplay)

The REAL story behind old-but-still-defiant outlaw Billy Miner previously portrayed by Richard Farnsworth in ‘The Grey Fox’, based on very real stories revealed to the writers of the present screenplay.   After his release from two decades in San Quinton in 1904 at the age of 60, Bill Miner wandered up to Canada and started robbing trains, shocking the hated Canadian Pacific Railroad and becoming a hero to the general population whose livelihoods were threatened by the Iron Horse.   Between robberies, as ‘gentleman miner’ George Edwards, Miner was a charmer and teller of lies who believed his own bullsh-t.  He did this to the point of putting himself and those who trusted him in danger.   But when crossed or cornered, Miner was hardly the ‘gentleman bandit’ that his legends portrayed him as.   The story is told through the eyes and experiences of Jack Budd, Bill Miner’s old (and ‘wants to go straight’) friend who looked out for Bill when he could, and who paid the price many times when Bill Miner screwed up, or caused pain in other people’s lives.   But Jack Budd was loyal to the end, even when ‘George Edwards’ stole the woman Jack wanted, and deserved, to have as his wife.  

Comment:   Appeals to older, Western-oriented audience.  The Lonesome Dove folks.   Based on very real facts that could not have been made up.   Funded by Telefilm Canada.

KOLIKOTRONIS (screenplay)

Fact-based story about ‘Old Man’ Kolikotronis, the George Washington, Pancho Villa and Socrates of the Greek revolution in the 1820s who led the revolt against the Turks, then was turned upon by ‘upper crust’ Greek Allies in a conflict that nearly started a World War.  The story is told from the perspective of a young American doctor/journalist (John Quincy Walton) who is swept up into the Revolution during his ‘holiday’ in Greece.  He finds himself intricately involved with Old Man Kolikotronis’ seemingly simple but in reality very complicated role in liberating his country.  Walton does his best against impossible odds to prevent the Greeks from making the same mistakes which were made in the American Revolution, or by revolutionary ‘heroes’ such as Walton’s ‘hero’ father, who in reality was no hero at all.  The conflict-heavy bond between Kolikotronis and the ‘young Turk’ American idealist is endangered by a beautiful woman with a mysterious past who threatens not only the father-son relationship between Walton and Old Man Kolikotronis, but the fate of the Revolution itself.

Comment:  Based on real events, as recorded by impartial historians.  Endorsed by former Presidential Candidate (and Greek) Michael Dukakis.

GHOST AGENT (screenplay)

A kind-hearted. Prolific, ‘hundred years behind yet a thousand yeard ahead’, severely ignored male writer (Frank Johnson) is a self destructive marketer, and a horrible lover to his girlfriend (Susan) who wants and deserves to be more.   In a desperate attempt to have his life’s work mean something, he fakes his own death to collect insurance money and a new identity through which he can use said funds to market his work with a fresh start.  Helping him with this, begrudgingly, is his ex-wife (Jennifer), who is a plastic surgeon.   Completely unexpectedly, Frank Johnson wakes up on the operating table without his ‘johnson’, in the form of an attractive female with a new face and hot new body.   Jennifer has turned Frank into ‘Taylor’ for his own good, as well as with a bit of a revenge for his having strayed away from her and establishing a relationship with Susan.    But Jennifer isn’t cruel…she insures that ‘Taylor’ has enough salary money from ‘Frank’s’ insurance policy (which she ‘inherits’) to live and work as a normal person, and NOT a fame obsessed writer/producer.

However, Taylor learns that with ‘her’ new hot body, she can be a far better marketer than Frank ever was.  Representing Frank’s work takes to the festivals where Frank had screwed up and becomes a hit being the representative of the ‘dead’ writer’s works.  Susan is pleased, Jennifer is pissed off.  Then, Taylor becomes corrupted by the system Frank’s works were supposed to expose and reform.  She starts to bastardize Frank’s work to make it commercial, killing it’s soul.  Coming to the rescue, Susan and Jennifer working together to ‘deprogram’ Taylor so she/he could remember what the Core of Frank’s work really is.  

Jennifer, Susan and Taylor team up to convert the horribly commercial and ‘cool to be creul’ promoting movie about to be shot into something Real, from the heart of where Frank’s writing came from, and from a place of Heart and Soul in which the three of them now live, very united.

Comment:  Light hearted cross-gender comedy and social satire.   Champions the little guy/gal against ‘the system’ that dehumanizes all of us so easily and undetectably.

SINGING FOR THE BOSS (screenplay)

A brilliant, reserved shrink (Sidney Edelman, Ph.D., M.D.) dealing with mid crisis (dull out virus) and very visible demons he can see encounters a colorfully free-spirited ‘tall-tale’ telling ever-singing female psych patient (Monika Korinski) who finds a way to wake up his slumbering, guilt-ridden Soul, and who also claims that Bruce Springstein is on his way to ‘spring’ her from the ward and take her and her daughters on tour with him.

The obstacles standing in the way of Sidney letting Monika out and go on tour with ‘the Boss’ include, firstly, a research competator (very proper, manipulative and secretly very sadistic Dr. Patel) who wants to shit Sidney’s innovative ‘anti-dull out’ research work down, and lock him up in his own psych facility.  Secondly, Monika’s husband, a suave and slick lawyer who knows who to pay off and what to say so that his wife remains inside the ward, thus allowing him to keep her money and her most prized possession, her two daughters, one of whom he is secretly abusing.  Thirdly, Sidney’s own biomedical judgement, which wavers between recognizing that ‘crazy songstress’  Monika is either the Sanest, most talented person he ever met or that she is living in her own delusional fantasy, making herself dangerous to herself, others and himself if released.  

Comment:  Comedo-dramatic love story.   ‘Cookoo’s Nest’ for romantics, and cynics.

SCARED SH-TLESS, INC (screenplay)
‘SSI, Inc’ brings young offenders into staged crimes where said offenders become the victims in order to show them the pain of being on the receiving end of cruelty.  The organization, known only to insiders in the Police and Justice Department, is run by Nick Dimitropolis, a highly un-orthodox ex-Cop who still has some (but not many) trusted friends inside the Force.  Something goes wrong when one of the actors hired by SSI takes his role too seriously, turning a safely-staged ‘date rape’ into a real life kidnapping of a teenaged ‘problem child’.

The problem child in question is Elaine, daughter of a widowed Mafia wife (Rayana) who decided to go Fundamental Christian as well as ‘straight’.  Rayana’s new hubby os a high-profile, super-moral, well-liked Evangelist who, behind the pulpit, is more cruel and crooked than any Mafia dud (or dude) Rayana ever met, a claim made by ‘problem child’ Elaine which Rayana does not believe and which cannot be proven. 

Meanwhile, mob-hating Nick and former Mafia-Princess Raynata must learn to put their differences aside to get Rayana home safely from the actor-gone-made Nick had hired to ‘kidnap’ her.   Standing in their way is (a) a police department that wants Nick’s ass in jail, (b) a progressively-demented kidnapper whose fantasies about being a ‘cool criminal actor’ become deadlier by the moment, and (c) Rayana’s Evangelic husband, whose criminal activities will be found out if Rayana is found by Nick and her mother before he can shut her up for good.

Comment:  Comedic story that becomes a ‘for-keeps’ tale with exposed hearts and life-and-death agendas.  

LEROY AND THE ROACH (screenplay)

A down on himself, given-up-on-life-before-his-time, easily intimidated ‘loser’ (Leroy) existing in a low rent apartment in Harlem is contacted by a highly intelligent, terribly English, upper crust life form from Outer Space, (Myrna).   A mismatch of mind and body as Myrna has taken on the form of a talking and very unaccustomed to New York cockroach who has been assigned a Mission to save the Universe, which can only happen if she works with Leroy.   The planet Mediocra has accidentally dropped off a vial of highly potent ‘dull out toxin’ near Coney Island which, when ingested, turns the most vitally alive people into lifeless geeks, and the hottest lovers into people who don’t even know how to breed.   Such is the only way that the Planet Mediocra, a place where Intimidation has become the way everything gets done, and inner vitality (along with the ability to breed) is now extinct.   

Leroy and Myrna must work with each other to find two little green guys (Grim and Dral) who have landed somewhere in the Big Crab Apple, and prevent them from retrieving the dull out virus toxin and distribute it throughout the universe.   In the process, our dysfunctional duo of heroes have to overcome their own fears, face their most horrifying demons, and deal with a romance that has materialized between them even with the handicap of it being an inter-racial AND inter-species love affair.

Comment: Farce with social satire.  Champions those who keep trying and therefore are not losers, even though the world may call them such.

BARKER’S BITE (screenplay)

An aging, ex-Confederate Cavalry Officer (Captain Barker) seeks to redeem his less-than-stellar record during the Civil War by stealing a large shipment of Yankee gold in 1868 with the plan to high-tail it to Canada and give it to exiled  President Jefferson Davis so he can buy a chunk of Crown land in Canada where a new Confederacy can be built, with all the grace of the Old South and none of the racial/class bigotry.   Barker also is determined to free all Confederate soldiers still imprisoned by the Union army, a large number of them (many of them having been captured while under Barker’s command) now imprisoned in privately owned and secretly operated gold mines in the West.   Holding the prisoners, as well as a lot of Yankee gold stolen from the South is  young industrialist-soldier  Major Forbes, a vicious and ambitious young Union Bluecoat who still has Barker’s captured regiment in chains, and who also stole his daughter’s heart,  convincing her to become his loving wife.     

Assisting the aging and deluded, but still determined Barker is a former Slave who found that freedom in the North was both scary and anything but free, a young Eastern College drop out who got tossed out of his blue-blood family in New York out to get rich enough to buy his way back home, an immigrant Italian who wants money to fund a Revolution in his own country,  and a half-breed half-mutilated Native Shamen who seeks revenge on all White men except, for now anyway, Barker.

Comment: A Quixotic Western packed with action and very dysfunctional, yet potentially deadly, characters.

DREAMBOAT REALITIES (screenplay)
Rich Morata is a talented cartoonist and portrait painter who is earning a living slapping paint on walls, mostly in places where ‘hip, cool and in-the-loop’ Yuppie scum sip their capachinos.   He is a struggling artist who has been rejected for so long that he is not demoted to being ignored, as a painter and a person.  He has no effect in the world no matter what he does or tries to do.   While driving to his one-person ‘hole in the wall’ home one day, he nearly hits a baby abandoned on the road.  At great risk to himself, he avoids hitting the baby, finding that it is a doll.   “Make a wish and it will happen” it says on the back.  He wishes to be in a universe where he can do whatever he wants, with someone to share it with.  The wish is granted when he meets Luna, hair down to her waist ‘hippie maiden’ with a warm smile and generous heart.  Rich and Luna live in their own universe, literally.   A time warp where they can do whatever they want and not be stopped by anyone.  He can rob banks, spill coffee on Yuppie scum’s dockers, and even paint his own satirical cartoons on the Starbuck’s walls.    The only problem---no one will ever notice what he does artistically in this world.  Rich has to decide whether he lives happily with the very lonely and deserving Luna, or go back to the trenches in the ‘real’ world to keep trying to make a difference, and leave his mark.   

WISEGALS (screenplayS)

Three women who have been abused by men in different ways.  Jenna was a fat, obese, always-ridiculed kid and is now using her surgically-altered hot, attractive adult body to lure in men, make them fall in love with her, then break their hearts after getting their money.   Gabriella is the smartest sibling in her Mobster family whose abuse, manipulative and less-intelligent brother Joey gets to inherit her beloved father’s empire.  Tanya was born to a manipulative, sadistic, and sexually-abusive KGB agent who is now even more powerful as a legitimate Russian-American politico in America.   The three women team up to extract revenge on the men, and gender, who abused them in the past, but once they taste the sweet nectar of revenge, they begin to turn on each other, their plans to enjoy a life of happiness, respect and prosperity don’t quite work out as expected.  

Comedo-dramatic feature-length screenplays.  One comedic, one more dramatic.   New York, Russian and New Orleans settings to storyline.

PARADICED (novel)
It’s 1905, New Revolutions breaking out or about to do so all over the world.  Sasha Barisnki  is dedicated to fighting for Workers’ rights, a free Poland and the well being of her fellow Jews all over the world.   She is more dedicated to finding her father, who was carted away by the Czar’s Army with the help of Polish turncoat Baron Dubrinski.   Papa left Sasha the responsibility to carry on his Work as a Polish Democratic-Socialist Revolutionary, and a map of a gold mine in Colorado from which said revolution could be funded.   An easy thing for Sasha to retrieve the gold except for Baron Dubrinski having set in motion a manhunt for her hide, a population of rather uncooperative townsfolk around the mine, and her own ‘duel’ identity as being half woman and half man, both in mind AND body, each of those entities fighting against each other.  Making matters more ‘interesting’---Papa may still be alive, but has turned into someone and something Sasha never knew, or expected.

Available March 2009

BIG UNEASY (screenplays)

Women from different backgrounds (Italian-American mob Princess,  White Trash New Orleans, Stuck-on-the-Rez Native American, and  KGB/Russian Mob)  who were abused by men in different ways when growing up collide as adults, their association providing a vehicle by which they can extract their revenge on those who did them wrong, and others of the male gender.  The revenge fest gets out of hand, pitting the girls against each other, making them face their own demons and forcing them to realize that abusers are also haunted by demons.

Three scripts written, each with a different demographic and storyline.   Some comedic, some more dramatic.  Adjusted to different locations and demographics.   Co-owned. 

SHOES (stageplay)

A pair of stiletto heels has magical powers to transform whoever wears them, for better or worse.  Subjected to the power of these shoes, directly or indirectly are (a) a burnt out, abusive, overly-intelligent New York Coroner who dances with the corpses in his lab because they make him feel more alive than real people, (b) a naïve Janitor who thinks he is Jesus, speaking Aramaic and welcoming abuse from others, and (c) a kind hearted single Mom from Arkansas who reactivates her career as a Pathologist in the Coroner’s lab for reasons that she hides from others, and herself.   

DEVIL IN HER DRONE (stageplay)
An emotionally-intense renegade investigative Neuroscientist seeks to find the anatomy of evil, drawing him to dissecting the mind and soul of a Wicken serial killer suspect who he falls in love with.  Said Neuroscientist is aided by a comedically nerdy assistant who he ignores and  writes off as just another victim of dull out disease that happens in the modern technological world, until he realizes that the Assistant is the Devil incarnate, who spreads the worst kind of evil to unsuspecting victims---lifelessness.

GOLDPLAY (stageplay)

Three dysfunctional yet potentially effective Revolutionaries are drawn to the same undiscovered gold mine in 1907 New Mexico.  A failed Bolshevik from Russia, a feminist who wants to arm women against men to take over America, and a Mexican Rebel who wants to reform his country his OWN way.   The three of them are pitted against each other by the failed Bolshevik’s seemingly slow-witted Afro-American slave, who has designed on them and the gold that are not revealed until his secret agenda is well underway.

FORBIDDEN MITSFAS    

An old man suffering from survivor’s guilt mistakenly believes that he was a child in the Concentration Camps during WWII, and wrote a book about his experiences, which has made his son and daughter very rich, and enables them to provide tax-free contributions to Israeli Orphans, and fun very  profitable ‘public serving’ companies.  Said son, against the wishes of his weaker but kind daughter, carries the illusion too far when, against his sister’s wishes, he starts to identify his business competitors as Nazi collaborators to his Papa, who then kidnaps (or kills) them, a task which gives his aging life purpose.   But things get out of hand when one of the kidnappings gets out of hand, the ‘mark’ clearly innocent, son and daughter finally dealing with the mess they created for themselves, the world, and their Alzheimer’s afflicted father.

Based on a true story.  One hour spec script written for ‘Flashpoint’, convertible into feature film in it own right or another Cop show that is appropriate.

GUSTAV

Gustav, a dashing 20-something fashionably-libertarian dude in 1848 Hamburg is about to enter a privileged life as a brilliant physician-scientist.  But his life path takes an unexpected left turn when he is summoned to meet an elderly mental patient, ‘Maria 5’, who claims to be his mother, informing him that he is non other than the son of Ludwig von Beethoven.  The clearly non-musical Gustav takes it in strike until he finds himself caught up with, then in the middle of, the Revolutions of 1848 sweeping across the German States, then in the crosshairs of a diabolical anti-Revolutionary tyrant.  The battle between good vs. evil, democratic socialism vs imperialist capitalism, and idealistic fantasy vs hard reality takes place against the backdrop of the turbulent political revolutions in Europe and then the wide expanses of the Texas prairies, the fate of Civilization on both sides of the Atlantic in the balance.

Historical fiction, based on very real facts which history has, tragically, forgotten.

OM RANGE

Bluewater is a small community nestled amongst the big mountains of modern day British Columbia.  Central to its life is ‘Doc Hans’, a reclusive modern day 80-years-young mountain man, backwater scientist, outlaw healer, animal protector and very Germanic philosopher.    Hans has saved the lives or livelihoods of most everyone in Bluewater at one time, its citizens honoring him by not asking him about how or why he came to Canada after the War.  Two of Uncle Hans’ favorite and most loyal helpers are 17 year old cowboy-to-the-core  Bill and  allergic-to-everything-natural science geek younger brother  John McClure.  But Hans has a special one-sided connection with Leonie, 16 year old super-hot self-sabotaging ‘Indian Princess’ whose IQ is through the roof, obsessed with  trying to get herself pregnant by a rich dude, while still harboring deep feelings for the dirt poor McClure brothers.

Secrets are safe and inner agendas not acted upon in Bluewater until a Toronto-raised, hungry-for-recognition-at-any-cost cop, Carl Stiller, comes to town.   The University of Toronto wash out lives in the shadow of his successful, deceased Jewish Mobster father, whose ghost demands that Carl do a Big thing in his life, while Carl’s Catholic mother begs him to do the Right thing.  The chance to do both, along with earning his way back to the inner circle of his father’s upper crust Jewish family, materializes when he stumbles on rumors that Doc Hans was a brilliant scientist working for the SS on Jewish prisoners.    Rumors that could be converted into fact as required, or desired to, with an added prize of providing the ‘rags to riches’ Pharmaceutical Company Carl’s grandfather set up after the war with even more stolen formulas that can be converted into big profits, at the expense of many innocent people.  Brother is pitted against brother in many families as the Truth about who Hans is and what he really did during the war is discovered, and dealt with.

Contemporary character-driven conspiracy novel with biomedical and Western themes.

SOCRATEASE (novel)

Recipe:

1. A 23-going-on-80 year old ‘looking for a noble cause’ Greek Canadian geek-philosopher who composes music mathematically but, to his unending frustration, has no musicality in his soul.

2. A chubby, ‘plain Jane’ 22-year old ‘looking for a loving man’ straight-A linguist woman whose feet and voice channel music too Alive for the ‘cool’ world to handle, or recognize.

3. A 40-year old, snotty blue-blood once-great film star, on his way down to being a ‘commoner’ who will do anything to rise up to the top again.

Bringing them together, and tearing them apart---a mathematical formula which can be used to compose mind altering lyrics and music that will make ANYone dance, mark or kill to the tune of the person playing it.

Contemporary novel.  For young adults, as well as thinking adults of all ages.  

SLEEPSTALKER’S TRINITY (screenplay)

Sean Leary, a progressive, honest, deep-thinking, street-ministering Catholic priest with a sleep walking problem is framed for rape of his biological son as well as being a sleep-walking serial killer.  With the help of his ex-wife, Yolanda, now a career-before-all-family tv producer/director, the good Father gets to the bottom of some bad schemes and dangerous schemers, causing him to doubt the friends around him as well as his own Faith and militant Pacifism.   Sean must also deal with his still mixed and unresolved feelings for Yolanda, made worse by the fact that the psychotic and dangerous spoiled brat son they both produced presents a BIG time danger to himself, others, and to the parents he claims ruined his life.     

Feature length medium budget screenplay.

DAWN OF EVEY (screenplay)

Logline:  A rebellious teen is brought back to her home in the rugged interior of British Columbia, discovering secrets about her real genetics, the families who spawned her, and a curse lingering on the multi-cultural town  in which she grew up which she must explain or untwist before another 200 years of agonies afflict the community that seems to be pristine and perfect to the outside world.   Patterned after storyline in Barbee Carleton’s hit young adult novel, ‘The Mystery of the Witches’ Bridge’.   

Story:  Evey Smith, superbright, rebelliously moralistic, self-taught non-linear scientist and under-listened-to 15 year old First Nations-White halfbreed is being brought up in Western Canada by self-absorbed, psuedo-liberal step parents in New York.   She is  brought to her ultimate Destiny by (a) a lightening bolt that makes her forget much of her past then (b) a letter from her home town in British Columbia, Canada from her Uncle Eddy, requesting that she come back to the spacious multi-use Estate/Mini-Community her great-great grandfather founded 150 years ago when he formed a ‘special’ alliance with a colorful and smart Indian chief.   

Outside of some culture shock the fast-paced New York conditioned First Nations girl experiences upon arrival…No problem.   Until Evey re-discovers memories that her father turned from being a peace-loving draft resistor (who went to jail for his beliefs) to becoming a sadistic child and spouse abuser.  That her mother disappeared without notice, in a car ‘accident’.   That her beloved yet  more adventurous than bright younger sister, Renata left a suicide note in the woods on the night she went missing after her father went mad.   And that Uncle Ben, black-as-spades servant to Uncle Eddy, was always around to make things ‘right’, or at least comfortable.   After being greeted on the bus by a kind, collected and annoyingly civil Uncle Ben, Evey encounters a very rich, guilt-ridden, rapidly aging and mentally-unstable hippie Uncle Eddy who did not send for her and does not know who did.  Armed with a naturally inquisitive mind and one which is invade by psychedelic ‘visions’ thanks to the lightening that struck her back in NY, and something she senses is in the air, water or food around her, Evey sees more than she wants to.

 There are indeed  colorful and potentially dangerous characters in the town a built around ‘Smithburg’, the estate built around the trading post established by Jack Smith back in the 1860s, which was everything from an opera house, hospital, tourist resort and mining camp, each of its financially-successful owners having died insane, violently, or both.    There is Mayor Stony Buena, washed out and now mostly-stoned, always smiling, former rock star who still thinks that ‘all you need is love’.   Constable Wilson is the town Cop, adamantly against the weed-oriented culture that dominates the town and the Rez next to it, who is very concerned about Evey’s welfare and sanity.   Leonie Cloud, crooked Mafia don who runs all the legal and illegal affairs on the Rez.   Leonie is a descendent (and according to her pictures, an incarnation of) Chief Grey Cloud, the clever Indian Chief who made the first deal with the Whites that allowed the Abolishionist-anti-slavery New York based Smiths to establish a colony in Canada that made them rich, with the help of black servants, the ‘Browns’, who were always smarter, saner and poorer than their white ‘partners’.    Billy Cloud, Leonie’s crazy brother who claims to be Evey’s real biological father, and whose body is becoming more female by the day for reasons Leonie will not reveal.

Evey is followed by ghosts, some of them birds that talk, and one of them very human, her dead sister Renata, who may be hiding out in the woods, or merely in Evey’s progressively expanded imagination.  An imagination that could get Evey locked up, or killed, if she talks about it too much.   

But some things are very real, and of THIS world, including a hidden cabin on the Rez which houses biologically-altering drugs which were, and perhaps still are, being used on the White and Indian populations in and around Smithburg, under orders from the US Army, having been administered by Uncle Eddy and continued by others for reasons Evey must find out before it is too late for those unassuming victims, or her.   In the end, she figures out that like in Ancient Rome, it is lead in the drinking water delivered only to the wealthy which made the rich people crazy and self-destructive, something that started with Grey Cloud and which was purpetuated by the Browns, while both of them stole what they could from their White ‘partners’/bosses.   It was the lead that drove Uncle Eddy mad, enabling him to used mind and soul altering drugs on his own brother and sister in law and other human guinea pigs in town, including ‘Uncle/Auntie’ Billy.  And it is Uncle Ben, due to a long standing contract that was passed down from one generation to the next, who stands to inherit the now rich town of Smithburg, as soon as he and his US Army-contracted cronie (Constaple Wilson) once Uncle Eddy is dead, and Evey is declared insane, or dead.   

RUN FOR THE FORTY-NINTH

Feature length screenplay, dramato-comedic contemporary Western.

Logline:  Two Canadian slacker ‘never been outside of  rural Saskatchewan’ loser teens, an aspiring rodeo Cowboy and his trusted Indian buddy, cheat their way out of High School and fumble their way into the Montana Rodeo circuit in 1970 where they discover the 60s Revolutions, their manhood, and a Mexican weed dealer connected to crooked Cops who offers them the business deal of a lifetime that will enable them to return home as kings.  The arrangement works until the boys take it upon themselves, against the wishes of their powerful new bosses, take it upon themselves to return home to ‘nothing ever happens Saskatchewan’ without permission of their bosses to smuggle life-saving illegal medication from Mexico to their father back home before it is too late.

EAT, BEG, BARF

A satire on the book and film, ‘Eat, Pray, Love’ from the perspective of a self-absorbed, deluded and ‘like-so-cool’ authoress.   Short story for those who (a) were disappointed with the book/film, (b) hated the film/book or (c) liked the film/book but can still take a joke about it.

ASSASSIN HERO

Novel.  

In a futuristic age where Democrats and Republicans have equally screwed up an expanding and corrupt American Empire (the UAU, which now includes Canada and most of Latin America), a popular Native American stand up comic (Whitey Green) runs for President but is in need of publicity.    An intelligent, homeless, burnt out Army veteran sharpshooter (Ivan Schaumburg) is hired to shoot Whitey to give his cause publicity, until something goes wrong with the ‘assassination’ plot, plumitted Ivan into a web of intrigue in which the Presidency becomes even more currupt than ever, with even more dangerous consquences for the citizens of the UAU unless the real operators behind the scene are found out, and neutralized.

CANINIS ORALIS

A loonnng short story

A super intelligent, and very cynical dog has a history with his dysfunctional and not-so-bright human family that works itself out when his favorite member of the two legged ‘pack’, more caring than beautiful 14 year old Jennifer, becomes pregnant, refusing to seek help from her ultra-cool Hollywood Mom and always-at-work dulled out father.   Maarleey (smelt with an extra a and e, at the insistence of his barely-literate, rich owners) takes it upon himself to help Jennifer do the right thing and the practical thing, forcing the entire family to face their demons and hopefully come together, or to fall apart completely with the most severe consequences for humans and dog alike.

SCAMMER

Stageplay, 3 acts.

Cassandra Dmitrotich, introverted, love-starved divorcee trying to make ends meet in her independent bookstore seeks and finally finds a life mate on line, correspondences with such splitting her very quickly from her money, her family, her friends and her true Life-giving self.   Trying to keep Cassandra from slipping futher into her fantasies and irreversible financial debt with the on line love interest who promises to show up but never does are 

---Professor’ Elliott, a middle aged ‘mench next door’ geeky, over-intellectualized failed writer whose love for Cassandra is never felt, nor acknowledged, 

---Curtis, hot-looking, slow-witted, fetal alcohol syndrome/bipolar stud foster kid who is in trouble with the law, but whose a whiz with computers.

---Adrianna, Cassandra’s once highly-rebellious biological daughter who made something of herself, despite the horrible father she had with a cruel and manipulative father who catalyzed the corruption and suicide of her biological brother.

---Lorne, dreamboat RCMP officer with a secret past, who takes it upon himself to look after Cassandra in the real world as she continues to look for love on line.  

THE SUIT

Stageplay, one act. (60 min)

Gary, middle aged ‘average Joe’ Canadian who always underachieved in life, is on his way to the alter.   He is assigned by his ‘Immortal Beloved’ (who he never calls by name, for his own inner reasons) to get fitted for a suit by Gustav, expatriate middle aged artsy German tailor with a very high IQ and an elitist cultural opinion about his home culture to match it.    Gary is uneasy about the wedding, and unsure about the sanity of the tailor who insists on finding the RIGHT suit to match Gary’s inner soul.   Gustav has his own problems, in the form of Elaine, a 22 going on 45 yeard old ‘stable’ mainstream Canadian woman who wants Gustav settle down to a non-artistic life with her and her kids.  Pulling Gustav in the other direction, forty-something Wanda, gypsy-like former co-adventurous in Germany who begs Gustav to come back home to Germany to make another go of it as an actor, writer and director with her.  Gustav declines invitations from both women, not telling either of them why, but it is about more than Gustav having failed as an artist before in home country yet refusing to give up on his dreams by settling into a 9 to 5 “commoner’s” life in Canada.    Throughout it all, Gustav and Gary share stories about themselves, life and death as well as issues metaphysical, which Gary avoids talking about.

Meanwhile, sparks of love and lust go back and forth between Gary and Gustav’s two women, and between the two women themselves.   Time clock ticks down to Gary’s meeting his bride at the alter, and finding the right suit to do it in.  Finally, he readies himself on the inside with courage, and the outside with the right suit for his eternal merging with his Beloved.   That Beloved is not a woman, but someone and something beyond both men an women---God.   Gustav sends Gary on his way to the alter of death, or rather ‘transition’, still not informing his two women about his secret and important job of preparing them for that Passage.      

Demographic:  Mostly for male audience, but also for women who want to really find out how men think, and feel.   Some crude language and suggestively explicit love scenes.

COMMITTEE

Short story and 10 min film.  Fact-based satire.

Tale about a typical committee, explaining its anatomy and pathophysiology, and revealing why everyone on the planet has been either frustrated by being in a committee, or the victim of (mission-statement mandated)  inefficiency coming out of one.

PIZZAFACE

Edgy young adult psychological crime thriller.

Novel.

Danny ‘Pizzaface’ McLean has a rather uneventful life as an acne-plagued 17 year old in urban Alberta as someone who sees it as his job to be ridiculed and abused by others, as it makes others feel better about themselves.   Such is Pizzaface’s relationship with his boss Ivan, sleezy Russian owner of the pizza shop where he works as a delivery schlep.   Dad, a rich oil executive who is never home, and someone Pizzaface admires and fears.   Ashley, the girl of Danny’s dreams on his delivery route in the most dangerous area of town, who throws sarcastic digs at Pizzaface every night, none of which he really understands.   Mom is the only person in Pizzaface’s life who calls him by his real name, Danny’s deep feelings for her being something he never shares with anyone else.  All of that is changed when he wakes up one night from an uneasy slumber and is told that he murdered and raped his mother, presumably something he did while sleepwalking.   Danny is put in the nuthouse, on his way to death row for his 18th birthday, but is determined to get out and find out the real truth about his mother’s death, as well as the demons, and angels within himself.  His rights of passage take him into the world of drug, arms and people smuggling and enforced prostitution, aided by the ghost of his mother and a host of others who do what they can to make Danny a ‘real man’, or a dead corpse, their agenda changing without Danny, or Pizzaface, knowing about it.

JESUS’  PAGANS

Novel.  For the ‘Game of Thrones’ demographic.  

Multi-character epic set in the hinderlands Northern Europe as those still connected to the old, decentralized Pagan ways struggle with  the encroaching Christian world led by people who Jesus would hardly approve of.  At stake is a mountain formerly occupied by ‘the gods’ which is loaded with gold, a new ‘superweapon’ (gunpowder) which can make anyone rich as well as powerful, and the ever-expanding mind of a young girl (Lydia) who was once a kind, trusting and abused village idiot who is becoming a super-genius, with the help of an aging former Wizard/Inventor now posing as the new Christian King’s Abbott.    Lydia finds herself unwillingly appointed the new Philosopher Queen of a People’s Revolt against the Papally-supported, recently baptized King, who was once a beloved, yet brutal, Pagan Chieftan.  

FREETHINKERS

Screenplay.  Epic character-driven Civil War Western.

Logline

A young German Pacifist-Revolutionary (Ludwig Steiner) who fled the failed People’s Revolts in 1848 Europe is pursued 12 years later in his new home in Texas, where he refuses to join the Confederate Army, pursued to-the-death as a deserter/Union spy by his fellow Texans, as well as the sadistic Prussion Colonel (Vogel) who was responsible for the massacre of Ludwig’s Revolutionary Comrades in Europe.  The personal manhunt by Vogel involves a satchel of what could be Beethoven’s unpublished music which Ludwig was given by his certifiably crazy mother, who claims to have been Beethoven’s Immortal beloved. Said manuscripts could be valuable when sold, but the music within the notes could inspire mediocre people to do great deeds, or when altered mathematically, as a tool to make good people do evil things for manipulative puppetmasters.   

Story

As a young man, Professor Doctor Ludwig Steiner did his best to lead a Pacifist People’s Revolution for human rights in 1948 in his German homeland during the period when Revolutionary ferver threatened to bring down all of the Monarchs and Imperialist Capitalists in Europe.  But Ludwig had to flee when Colonel Vogel, an aristocratic Prussian officer working for the King, and himself, made it look like the crowd was firing on his troops, justifying a massacre of everyone on Ludwig’s side of the barricade, except for Ludwig.  Ludwig, like other ‘Freethinkers’, fled the failed Revolutions and moved to Texas, where he (like other Freethinker Germans) formed solid bonds with the Commanches, married a down-home Texan wife (Redskin-hating Southerner Lorena, who doesn’t share all of his political views but thinks she loves him anyway), and has a son (Gustav) who is a brilliant mixture of himself and his mother.  Ludwig is haunted by the memory of those who died around him in Europe, as well as by the ghost of his mother (Maria), a certifiably crazy woman who claimed to have been Beethoven’s Immortal Beloved, Ludwig Jr being the Maestro’s son.   When Maria disappeared from Ludwig’s life, she left him with a satchel of manuscripts which represent the framework for Beethoven’s unpublished works (which she claimed to have written with him).   According to her claim, and Ludwig’s experience with them, they have special power to inspire humans to do great and noble deeds, though when the notes are ‘inverted’ they can make compassionate and smart people do cruel and ignorant things.   

In 1861, Civil War breaks out.  ‘Doc Ludwig’, a brilliant physician-surgeon and aspiring cowboy, is integrated into every aspect of Texas society despite his poor ability to ride horses and herd cattle.  But he refuses to join the Confederate Army as it supports a country that allows slavery.   The ‘Injun lover Dutchie’ is ostracized by the racially-driven ‘real Americans’ around him, then put on an active ‘Wanted’ list by Vogel.  Herr Baron Professor von Vogel  has immigrated to Texas with his money and powerful connections with European nobility with the intent on carving out his own Empire in the Confederacy, and to get back the Beethoven manuscripts which would fetch a big financial fee once sold.   But if the music within the notes can be flushed out, it can make ANY man or woman march to the beat of his political/personal agenda, if the notes are properly altered (i.e., inverted).  For this, he needs Ludwig, who has a special connection with Maria, who knew more about Beethoven’s music than the Maestro did.   Vogel also wants to own Ludwig’s soul, converting the Revolutionary into a ‘son’ to help build his new Capitalistic ‘law and order above freedom’ Empire.    

The battle of wits, wills and shootouts between Ludwig and Vogel pull everyone into their personal vendetta, forcing life-changing transformations in Gustav, Lorena, the White Texans, the Commanches and even Maria herself, who it turns out, is far from dead.  Ludwig, who is not the most mentally-stable man himself, must deal with his ‘relational connections’ to both Beethoven and Vogel which become very, very real, and dangerous.

JACK’S SH-T

Stageplay, one hour.

A Cop who was selected for the job because of his bullying personality, and conditioned to escalate it on the job, gets singled out to be put in jail for police brutality when the politicos are up for election.  When in jail, Jack does a moral turnaround, trying to make amends for the things he did, including having his best friend killed because he informed on the ‘Boys in Blue’, which also involves Jack taking care of his beloved and abusive widow for reasons he never reveals to her.

DAUGHTER DEAREST

Novella.

Ashley is an interverted 18 year old classical music performer/composer with enormous amounts of talent,. a big heart, but a severely underdeveloped mind with regard to how people manipulate and hurt each other, still living at home with no plans to leave.  Her mother (Elena)is a failed concert pianist who envies her daughters talents, and looks, who lost her shot at being artistic and recognized when she married Ashley’s father, Steve, a manipulative and abusive mobster.   After finally divorsing Steve, Elena and Ashley are asked to be a ‘Classical Judds’ duo for the big time stage by another mob-connected promoter, a plan which would work for everyone except for the fact that Elena is highly competitive with her daughter and will do anything to win at contests artistic, and romantic.    Ashley and Elena are forced to face the most intense mother-daughter issues imaginable while they attempt to pull themselves out from under the thumb of several men who are using them professionally, and otherwise, for the most evil of purposes.
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